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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, PINS, LA 

SUBJECT: U.S. CASUALTY REPORT 

REF: STATE 144629 

1. BASED ON CONTACT WITH JCRC AND OTHER KNOWLEDGEABLE AGENCIES, 
INFORMATION REQUESTED REFTEL FOLLOWS: FRIENDLY PATROL VISITED 
CRASH SITE MARCH 16 BUT HOSTILE ACTION FORCED WITHDRAWAL PRIOR 
TO SEARCH. SECOND PATROL VISITED SITE MARCH 24 AND TWO PILES OF 
CHARRED BONE FRAGMENTS WERE LOCATED ONE FOOT APART IN LARGE 
QUANTITY OF ASH. AGAIN HOSTILE ACTION FORCED PATROL TO WITHDRAW 
PRIOR TO THOROUGH SEARCH. RECOVERED BONE FRAGMENTS WERE SENT TO CEN- 
TRAL IDENTIFICATION LAB, SAMAE SAN THAILAND. LAB REPORTED INSUFFI- 
CIENT EVIDENCE FOR POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION AND INDICATED REQUIRE- 
MENT FOR SUBSEQUENT CRASH SITE INVESTIGATION BY QUALIFIED PERSONNEL. 

2. CRASH SITE AREA STILL CONTESTED. SUBSEQUENT SEARCH ACTIVITIES 
PREDICATED ON FORMATION OF COALITION GOVERNMENT AND CASUALTY 
RESOLUTION PROCEDURES WORKED OUT WITH LAO PARTIES. 
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